Please amend Claims 1, 3, 4, 1, 9 to 14, 16, 18, 
19, 22 and 24 to 35 as follows: 




* 1. (Amended) A data processing, apparatus having 

connection means for being connected to ej plurality of image 
output apparatuses, comprising: 

producing means for producizlq an image output job; 

designating means for designating a first selection 



\ condition data by a user 

7 



image] ; 



[obtain means for obtaining an output form of an 



selection ^m^ns for selecting an image output 




apparatus, which can perform output operation in accordance 
with a content oz said image output job and said selection 
condition data/ [in the output form obtained by said obtain 
means] , froin the plurality of image output apparatuses 
connected/by said connection means; and 

job assigning means for assigning an image output 
job to ^he image output apparatus selected by said selection 
means . 



3. (Amended) The data processing apparatus 
according to claim 1, wherein ^^[^id selection means selects 
an image output apparatus ba^d on the content of the image 
^^/^utput job and] a state o^the image output [job assigned to 
each of the image output apparatuses, in addition to the 
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output form obtained by said obtain means] apparatus is 
provided as a second selection condition data . 

4. (Amended) The data processing apparatus 
according to claim 1, wherein said selection means 
[comprises] include con^>irm means for confirming function of 
eacli of tlie plurality/of image output apparatuses connected 
by said connection ^means, and selects an image output 
apparatus liaving >£unction to perform output operation in 
accordance with /said content of ttie image output job and said 



first selectior 



by said obtain 



condition data [in the output form obtained 



^eans] . 




7. (Amended) The data processmg apparatus 
according to claim 1, wherein in a case where the content of 
the image output job [obtained output fc/rm] designates to 
select an image output apparatus whicti completes execution of 
the image output job in a short time period, said selection 
means selects an image output apparatus which can perform 
output operation in accordance /with the content of the image 
output job [the designated ox^put form] , based on the state 
of the image output job assigned to each of the image output 

of the image output job. 



apparatuses and the content 
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9. (Amended) The data processing^pparatus 
according to claim 1, wherein in a case where the content of 
the image output job [obtained output form] designates to 



select an image output apparatus capable of y^color image 
output, said selection means confirms the function of each of 
the plurality of image output apparatuse^^ connected by said 
connection means and selects an image dutput apparatus which 
can perform output operation in accordance with the content 
of the image output job [the designated output form] 

10. (Amended) The jTata processing apparatus 
according. to claim 1, where/n in a case where the content of 
the image output nob [obtained output form] designates to 
select a printer capable of both-sides printing, said 
selection means confi/rms the function of each of the 
plurality of image output apparatuses connected by said 
connection means and selects a printer serving as an image 
output apparatus/ which can perform printing in accordance 
with the conteiit of the image output job [the designated 
output form] 



according t{) 
output imag 
job [output 



(Amended) The data processing apparatus 
claim 1, wherein in a case where a size of an 
is designated by the content of the image output 
form] , said selection means confirms the function 
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of each of the plurality of image output apparatuses 
connected by said connection means/ and selects an image 
output apparatus which can perform output operation in 
accordance with the image output/ job [the designated output 
form] . 





12 . (Amended) Th^e data processing apparatus 
according to claim 1, wherein in a case where there are 
plural image output apparatuses which can perform output 
operation in accordance with the content of the image output 
job [the output font/ obtained by said obtain means] , said 
selection means selects one of the plural image output 
apparatuses based on priorities set in advance. 



13. / (Amended) The data processing apparatus 
according to /claim 1, wherein in a case where there are 
plural image output apparatuses which can perform output 
operation in accordance with the content of the image output 
job [the output form obtained by said obtain means] , said 
selection neans allows an operator to select one of the 
plural image output apparatuses. 



14 . (Amended) The data processing apparatus 
according ta claim 1, wherein in a case where the content of 
the image output job [output form obtained by said obtain 
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means] includes plural output fprms, said selection means 
selects an image output app^^tus wliich can perform output 
operation in all the outp/ut forms. 



0.^ 




16. (Amended) A data processing method for 
executing an image output job by selecting one of a plurality 
of image output apparatuses, comprising the steps of: 
producing an image outpui: job 
[obtaining an output f^m of an image] ] 
receiving for desiqn4ting data as a first selection 
condition data by a user; 

selecting an ima'^e output apparatus, which can 
perform output operation in accordance with said image output 
job and first selection condition data [in the output form 
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obtained in said obtaining step], from the plurality of 
selectable image output apparatuses; and 

assigning the image output job to the image output 
apparatus selected\^in said selecting step. 

18. (Amended) The da^ processing method according 
to claim 16, wherein in said selecting step, an image output 
apparatus is selected further ^ based on [the content of the 
image output job and] a ^ate of the image output job 
assigned to each of the image output apparatuses, in addition 
to said content of t/ne image output job and said first 
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selection condition data [the output- form obtained in said 
obtaining step] . 

19. (Amended) The d^ta processing method according 
to claim 16, wherein said selecting step comprises a step of 
confirming function of each of the plurality of selectable 
image output apparatuses/ and an image output apparatus 
having function to perform output operation in accordance 
with said content of the image output job and said first 
selection condition data [in the output form obtained in said 
obtaining step is selected] . 



A 




22. (Amended) The data processing method according 
to claim 16, wherein in a case wher'e the content of the image 
output job [obtained output form] designates to select an 
image output apparatus which completes execution of the image 
output job in a short time period^ in said selecting step, an 
image output apparatus which can perform output operation in 
- ^ccordance with the contenz of the image output job and the 
^ /^^^ fArst selection conditic^data [the designated output form] 
is selected based on /£he state of the image output job 
assigned to each ofi^ the image output apparatuses and the 
content of the im^ge output job. 
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24. (Amended) The data processing method accord^-^^ 
to claim 16, wherein in a case where the content of the image 
output job [obtained output form] designates to s^ect an 
image output apparatus capable of color image/output, in said 
selecting step, the function of each of the selectable image 
output apparatuses is confirmed, and an^ image output 
apparatus which can perform output operation in accordance 
with the content of the image output job and the first 
selection condition data [the d^ignated output form] is 
selected. 
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25. (Amended) The data processing method according 
to claim 16, wherein in a/case where the content of the image 
output 1 oh [obtained output form] designates to select a 
printer capable of both/sides printing, in said selecting 
step, the function of each of the selectable image output 
apparatuses is confirmed and a printer serving as an image 
output apparatus whicn can perform printing in accordance 
with the content of the image output job and the first 
selection condition/data [the designated output form] is 
selected. 



26. ^Amended) The data processing method according 
to claim 16, wherein in a case where a size of an output 
image is designated by the content of the image output job 
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[output form] , in said selecting step, the f unction^c^ each 
of the selectable image output apparatuses is confirmed and 
an image output apparatus which can perf ormyoutput operation 
in accordance with the content of the ima^e output job and 

[th^desi* 



the first selection condition data 
form] is selected. 



jignated output 



27. (Amended) The datjk processing method according 
to claim 16, wherein in a case/where there are plural image 
output apparatuses which can i)erform output operation in 
accordance with the content /of the image output job [the 
output form obtained in said obtaining step] , one of the 
plural image output apparatuses is selected in said selecting 
step based on priorities /set in advance. 



28. (AmendedA The data processing method according 
to claim 16, wherein in a case where there are plural image 
output apparatuses which can perform output operation in 
accordance with said/ content of the image output job and said 
first selection condition data [in the output form obtained 
in said obtaining /step] , one of the plural image output 
apparatuses is selected in said selecting step based on an 
instruction inputted by an operator. 
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29. (Amended) The data processing method accoi^dlng 
to claim 16, wherein in a case where said content of tne 
image output job and said first selection condition/data [the 
output form obtained in said obtaining step] includes plural 
output forms, an image output apparatus which ican perform 
output operation in all [the output forms] cc/ndition is 
selected in said selecting step. 




30. (Amended) A data processing apparatus having 
connection means for being connected to /a plurality of image 
output apparatuses, comprising: 

producing means for producinfa an image output job; 

designating means for desicyiating a first selection 
condition data by a user 

[obtain means for obtaini]^lg an output form of an 
image] ; and 

selection means for selefcting an image output 
apparatus [,] which can perform output operation in accordance 
with a content of said image out/put job and said first 
selection condition data [the output form obtained by said 
obtain means] , from the plura^Lity of image output apparatuses 
connected by said connecticm means. 
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31. (Amended) ^A^at a processing\method for 
executing an image^output job by selecting o^e of a plurality 
of image output apparatuses, comprising the ^teps of 

producing an image output job; 

designating a first selection cor^ition data by a 

user 

[obtaining an output form of eA image] ; and 
selecting an image output aptJaratus [ , ] which can 
perform output operation in accordange with a content of said 
image output job and said first selection condition data [the 
output form obtained in said obtaining step] , from the 
plurality of selectable image czsutput apparatuses. 



32. (Amended) A /memory medium storing program 
n/^des for controlling a c^ta processing apparatus which 

includes connection means for being connected to a plurality 
of image output apparatuses, for causing the data processing 
apparatus to operate/as an apparatus comprising: 

producing/ means for producing an image output job; 
designating means for designating a first selection 
condition data by a user 

[obtad/n means for obtaining an output form of an 

image] ; 

selection means for selecting an image output 
apparatus [,] which can perform output operation in accordance 
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with a content of said image output job and said/rirst 
selection condition data [the output form objrained by said 
obtain means], from the plurality of image output apparatuses 
connected by said connection means; aniz 

job [assigning] assignment/ means for assigning an 
image output job to the image output apparatus selected by 
said selection means. 

33. (Amended) A pi^ogram for controlling a data 
processing apparatus having/ connection means for being 
connected to a plurality of image output apparatuses, for 
causing the data processing apparatus to operate as an 
apparatus , comprising ; 

producing an/ image output job; 

designating/a first selection condition data by a 



user 



image] 



[obtain me(ans for obtaining an output form of an 



selection means for selecting an image output 
apparatus [,] which can perform output operation in accordance 
with a content of said image output job and said first 
selection condition data [the output form obtained by said 
obtain means^, from the plurality of image output apparatuses 
connected yby said connection means; and 
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job [assigning] assignment means for assigning an 
image output job to the image output apparatus selected by- 
said selection means, 



d 
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34 . (Amended) A memory medium storing ^program 
codes for controlling a data processing apparatids which 
includes connection means for being connected/to a plurality 
of image output apparatuses, for causing th^ data processing 
apparatus to operate as an apparatus comp/ising: 

producing means for producing/an image output job; 
designating means for designating a first selection 
condition data by a user 

[obtain means for obtaining an output form of an 
image] ; and 

selection means f or/selecting an image output 
apparatus [,] which can perfc/rm output operation in accordance 
with a content of said image output job and said first 
selection condition data/ [the output form obtained by said 
obtain means] , from the plurality of image output apparatuses 
connected by said connection means. 



35. (Amended) A program for controlling a data 
processing apparatus having connection means for being 
connected to a plvi/rality of image output apparatuses, for 
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